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Jackson County School District Receives Multiple PREPS Value-Added Awards 

The Program of Research and Evaluation for Public Schools (PREPS), located at William 

Carey University, recently announced the winners of the 2020 Value-Added Awards, and 

Jackson County School District was among the top in receiving honors and recognition. 

The PREPS Value-Added Evaluations began in 1997 as a means of providing reliable 

comparisons of the academic performance of Mississippi public schools’ state test results 

while factoring in the impact of students’ socioeconomic backgrounds. According to the 

PREPS website, “Schools deemed as adding value are those performing significantly better 

than other schools with comparable socioeconomic circumstances.” 

All three JCSD high schools were honored with a PREPS award for every category 

available. East Central High School, St. Martin High School, and Vancleave High School all 

received Value-Added Awards for their scores in ACT, Algebra I, Biology I, English II, and 

U.S. History. 

St. Martin High School principal Dina Holland expressed her satisfaction in the 

achievements of her school by saying, “[I am] pretty darn proud of our students and staff! I 

can promise you that we constantly seek ways to improve and provide opportunities for our 

Yellow Jackets!” 

The awards didn’t stop there. At the elementary level, St. Martin East Elementary and St. 

Martin North Elementary both received the honor of ELA 3-8 Value-Added Awards, while 

St. Martin East Elementary also took home the award for Math 3-8. 

“I am incredibly proud of our students, teachers, and administrators for the work they put in 

daily to prepare our students for outstanding academic performance,” stated Jackson County 

School District superintendent, Dr. John Strycker. “Hard work pays off, and the recognition 

is well deserved.” 

To celebrate these achievements, PREPS will hold an awards luncheon and ceremony in 

Hattiesburg later this spring. PREPS officials have invited Dr. Penny Westfaul, Jackson 

Country School District’s curriculum director, to present innovative strategies that have been 

successful in the district during the PREPS/MAPE Partnership Conference this spring. “I am 

excited to share the innovations that we are implementing at JCSD. Our principals are 

dedicated to providing the most up-to-date resources and strategies that result in high student 

achievement and success,” Dr. Westfaul stated. 


